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The Hebrew Verb: The Stem System

SIMPLE FACTITIVE CAUSATIVE
ACTIVE/ Qal Piel Hifil
STATIVE 1;@ 73@ 1’3@,‘[
Moses broke the tablets Moses put the tablets into the The LORD caused Moses to
state of having been broken break the tablets
Nifal Pual Hofal
PASSIVE
3y = 3T
The tablets were broken (by The tablets were put into the Moses was caused to break
Moses) state of having been broken the tablets
Nifal Hitpael Internal Hifil
REFLEXIVE
Naw: NN 2P0

The tablets broke themselves

The tablets put themselves
into the state of having been
broken

Moses caused himself to be
near

»  The actual form of the Hitpael for the verb 72% is not 72N but 127w, In the Hitpael of 1-U verbs there is
metathesis of the 1 of the prefix and the ¥ of the root (for the sake of euphony).
«  The internal Hifil is a reflexive use of the Hifil stem, corresponding only to verbs that are active-transitive or

stative in Qal.




Hebrew Verb Forms

VERB FORMS VERB FORMS
Perfect Imperfect
Sup S

suffix conjugation (sc)

qatal

prefix conjugation (pc)

yigtol

Waw-consecutive Imperfect
glumi
waw-consecutive pc

wayyiqtol

Waw-consecutive perfect
pile)

T
waw-consecutive sc

wegatal

Waw-simple Perfect
20p!
waw-simple sc

wegatal

Waw-simple Imperfect
Shpm
waw-simple pc

weyiqtol

MEANING

MEANING

Aspect: views the action or state as an entire singular
event or situation; presents the action or state as a whole,
as complete (not completed)

Aspect: views the action or state as unfolding or in
progress; presents the action or state as ongoing or
repeated,;

—this verb-form is also used to express an action or
state that is dependant, which would include future,
modal and volitional usage

Translation into English: most common ways of

rendering these verb-forms into English are:

e simple past

o perfect

»  present (esp. for verbs of state, disposition,
perception)

Translation into English: most common ways of
rendering these verb-forms into English are:

o future

» durative past or present

» modal (could, would, should, might, may, etc.)
» volitional (expressing wish, will, desire)

The verb forms on the left of the chart are employed mostly in past time narrative contexts.

The verb-forms on the right side of the chart are employed mostly in speech or direct discourse, where statements
concerning the future or expressions of obligation, necessity, purpose (modal notions), or desire (volitional notions)
would be expected. They would also be used in discourse describing customary or habitual (recurring) action in the
past.



Mechanical Parsing Chart
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